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Our collaboration with economists, archaeologists, city managers 
and neighborhoods produced a shared vision for revitalizing 
Tucson’s heart. 

The plan was grounded in natural 
systems and public green spaces, 
giving rise to a lively city center of 
museums and cultural facilities. The 
process involved extensive public 
input.  The resulting plan reclaims 
the Santa Cruz River for public access 
and recreational use. It creates 
cultural districts on both sides of 
the river and connects pedestrian 
networks to a series of new plazas and 
neighborhood centers throughout the 
city.

Rio Nuevo is more than a 
redevelopment plan.  It is a healing 
strategy for a city that has been torn 
and frayed by urban sprawl.

Fac t s

Ten-year redevelopment plan

100+ community meetings, stakeholder 
meetings, public design workshops and 
presentations

B E N E F I TS

Downtown revival

Cultural and economic revitalization

Integration of emerging neighborhoods with 
downtown development

Pedestrian-oriented
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